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ARTISTS

The perfORMING ARTIST is iN A POWER
position. The power is social influence.

What message does THe arTisT wish 10
convey THrRouGH THe ArT HE CReATES?

In order 10 know THE ANSWER TO THE
fOREGOING QUESTION, THE ARTIST MUST
understand himself and have A Grasp of
his purpose for being in This plane of
EXISTENCE AT This TimE.

The idea held by this writer is That all
people have THe same original goals —r10
be happy, 10 be personally successful,
and 10 be contributors 10 all The
positive forces in life. IF all shared in
these same Goals, there would be few
wOoRrRies About Negartive INFLUENCE ON OUR
General public and especially our
youth. AN artist would Never ACCEpT A
role that makes evil appear good,
wrONG-doinG Appear fun, harmful acrs
Appear Harmless.

Yes, the artist reflecrs life, bur a
lesson SHOULD be learned in each life
EXPERIENCE.

Yes, the actor didnN't wriTe THE scripr
and has ~o right 10 change The scripr.
However, if the show offers No op-
portunity for A positive influence 10 be
expressed, The AcTor caN TUrRN dowN The
rOlE.

Knowing These 10 be drastic steps in
The (()“pl TITIVE RAT RACE f()R i()l)\ IN
theatre, if the acrors followed Them,
then the writers would probably begin
10 TURN ouT Quality shows.

Too many shows roday have w~o
redeeming graces. With "Freedom of
speech’” allowing 100 much freedom for
radical affrontery of qood-1aste, There
has been lost one of The most imporiant
oualities of the thearre...the avdience’s
opporiunity 10 think and 10 use irs

magination. The writing and 1he acring
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have dropped 10 A Third-class menTality
and moraliry.

Shakespeare said, “Be thou familiar
bur by no means vulgar.” The contem-
porary ACTORS AN AuThORS should learN
from The Bard. Just because something is
old doesn't mean it is out of style. Life,
wATER, REprROduCTION, AND Good TASTE
are All old, bur will Never go out of style.
I doN't sugGesT 1aking THe spice out of
the meal. INNnuendo, insinuation, double
entendre — all are usually harmless and
ReQUIRE MATURITY ANd ThoughT 10 UNdER-
stand and Appreciate.

Only when wit ANd iMAGINATION ARE
failing must The desperRATE ARTIST TURN TO
filrh.

Only when the sociery is failing is it
“NTERTAINED by filTh.

Authors and actors can, no, MUST
TURN THE CURRENT TRENd AROUNd. As The
old song says, ACCENTUATE THE posiTive
and eliminate THE NEGATIVE.

This does NOT suGGEST THAT THE NEGATIVE
be ignored and one only look ar life
throuGh rose-colored Glasses; raTher it
suGGests Thar beneficial and deTrimental
forces be dealr with honestly, with
COMMON sense, ANd Good TAsTE.

To0o maNy people iN pOWER POSITIONS

simply because they Are impressed
with Their power — would have The
public believe thar black is white and
white is black.

I believe thar a positive, good, beneficial
direction should be 1aken through The
arts, and that any subject dealing with
the crass, mundane sides of life offer
solutions inthe direcrion of posirtive
fulfillment rather Than making The crass
and mundane seem desirable.

Iris evident thar many of our wriTers
and performers of today have either
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Never ReAd THE GREAT ANCIENT ANd CON-
1emporary philosophers; or if They have
read Them suffer from The same affliction
s0 MANY Of THE YOUNGER GENERATION HAVE
— funcrionalilliteracy, reading without
COMPREHENSION.

If our cONTEMpORARY WORl CANNOT
learn from The past and apply The best of
The lessONs TO CONTEMPORARY bEeHAVIOR,
Then Humanity is doomed 10 REPEAT iTS
mistakes and fail again.

All The arts — poinTed iN THE pROpER
direcrion of self-discipline ANd prROGRESS,
as opposed 10 a free swinging fall 1o The
mundane — in A concerted effort for
social proGression cAN move The world
TowARd pEACE, COMPASSION, UNDERsTANd-
iNG, forgiveness, ToleraNcE, paTience, all
of 1he artribures of love.

The artist’s obligation is 10 be The
beneficient example, The leader of The
world 10 excellence.

Where we have failed or Are failing in
the most imporiant Aspects of education
— es1ablishing personal discipling,
building personal character, and Teaching
the vital art of Thinking — our performing
ARTS, dUE 10 THEIR UNIQUE POWER POSITION,
can succeed in This vital area of CONCERN
10 oUR NATiON ANd The world.

The artist has been Given A marvelous
Gifr. However, with The Gift comes grear
responsibility. The responsibility can be
fulfilled only by using The Gifr positively
— NOT just fOR iTs ENTERTAINMENT VAlUE
butin such a way THat it moves mankind
roward beneficial progress.

I’s your Art1.Use i1; doN'T Abuse i1. B

CLAUDE D. KEZER, SOSU Speech-
Theater professor, is a performing
ArTisT, dirReCTOR, AND WRITER.
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