A JOURNAL OF WESTERN OKLAHOMA

W ESTVI

Volume 6

Article 1
Issue 4 Summer ticle 19

7-15-1987

Dusty Dreams

Alma Barnes

Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/westview

Recommended Citation

Barnes, Alma (1987) "Dusty Dreams,"” Westview: Vol. 6 : Iss. 4, Article 19.
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol6/iss4/19

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by the Journals at

SWOSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Westview ;
by an authorized administrator of SWOSU Digital Commons. For more
information, please contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu.
£ ™


https://dc.swosu.edu/westview?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol6?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol6/iss4?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol6/iss4/19?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://dc.swosu.edu/westview/vol6/iss4/19?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu
https://www.swosu.edu/?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://www.swosu.edu/?utm_source=dc.swosu.edu%2Fwestview%2Fvol6%2Fiss4%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Elements

Dusty
Dreams

By Alma Barnes

Alma Barnes, an active member
of the Tulsa Nightwriters, is a
formidable opponent in writing-
contest competition. “Dusty
Dreams”is Barnes’first workin
WESTVIEW.

Through squinted eyes,
Buried deep in leather faces.
They looked for rain

To come again,

But still there were no traces.

They fought the dust
And cracked the crust
Of their once-fertile soil.
They planted seed
And knew the need
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Ofhope and sweat and th'I_.t
They tossed and turned
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As their crops burned
In the fields, by night and day.
They worked and tried

And sometimes cried

For ﬁgllﬁﬂtogf:orﬁe their v}/ay.
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They coaxed their teams

Through endless dreams

That turned into long nightmares. Knowing n.ot?their

When daybreak came

It was the same: o b ~ Some peace of mind -
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' In the stillness

They drove their cattle
Like men to battle

To be slaughtered on the spot.

‘ Andstmchstumed 4 : ‘S‘dmeleft,somcﬁﬁ

S ~‘j‘kAnd held onto \

Yet stood true blue
And always knew |
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