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RELICS POETRY

Do you want to hEAR a STORy? A beqiNNiNg?
A Middle? A cUmax? An ENd?
Do you WANT TO ear A STORYTAIE?

ThERE is A pARTIAl STORy, A ThEME,
1 UNJERSTOOd ONE TIME: A STANdARd plOT,
Common EXpERIENCE, a pREdicTAbU ENdiNg.

A writer fouNd The WAy, common folk-wAys.
ThE MyTh followed iTS WAy--SUSPENSE--
Set iN nature's gREEN MEAdows, lieroes, slte-roes.

Hie ploi gREw IoNq, tite dANCERS Uughed,
CATcbiNg suNligbT iN The SANdy, MEAdowed 1ANd.
A spiRIiT of The natural supernatural buRST tNe lighT.

TIIE SACREd SEAbIRds filled tHe AII'ENCOMpASSING SpACE
(WhITE visiroRS, followiNg The tractors, out of plAce),
Above tHe people, seekiNg syNThesis-ANd wliat is a liuman?

TRAITION dANCEd ACRCOSS ThE dANCERS' MiNds.
ChANQE couRsed ThROugh TheiR VEINS, suRqgiNg, suRgiNg.
In 19M, iT was AGAINST tHe law to be an hdiAN,

Even on RAINy MouNTAIN, even on a scAThiNg hoT
iNdiAN AuqUST AfTERNOON, WFIEN ThE REd, Rich SOT TURNEd

To powdER, dRy so dRy, like a warrior's WARPAINT powdeR.
My bRAIN can't TEIl tHe diffERENCE: dREAM? . . . REAIITy?
1 SAEAT, CRINgE, CRy OUT, buT CANNOT MOVE; AdRENAIIN flows

As The rattler slides c loser, curves, coils, STRikes.

REAliey is All of This:  pAsi-pERfecT, present, thien.

Do you want to Near a STORy? Do you?
PATIENCE, SilENCE, huMiliTy . . . SSTERS of SORROW.
Do you want to Near a sTorRy? Hear The WINd?

C ount The fiEARTDbEAIs? Feel ihe sANd bETWEEN yoOuR toes?
C ount ThE pouNdiNqg waves- one moment's SPAN?

1 SAT ANd WATChed The dANCERS dANCE.
ThEIR ANXIOUS, NERVOUS Eyes, MoviNg, dARTING.
Cod's UughTER CAUQhT ihEM NAked, UNAWARE.

— Dy Carol Rothhammer Lackey

ThE SEA bREEZE blew My hAIR ANd CIEANSEd My soul.
SANdy dAMpNEss filled My senses, SpiRiT.
1 Uy, sileNTly, lisTENINg as The ride came iN upoN me.
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