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P E R S P E C T I V E S
easy livin’

th e co rn  is p lan ted  
an d  w aiting  for ra in  
th e b e a n s  a re  in 
th e ground 
an d  th e  milo 
is going dow n

th en  it’s flax 
an d  o ats 
to cut
before a n o th e r 
go ro u n d  of alfalfa

and so m ew h e re  in b etw e en
it’s p u t u p  p ra irie  hay
com bine w h eat
cull th e  cow s
sell th e fe e d e r pigs
an d  lam bs
at the
right tim e

d isk  and h arro w

rained-out farmer
too m uch 
of a good ra in  
sen d s him

th e n  cu ltiv ate
alw ay s cu ltiv ate
ex cep t for w h a t we can spray
w h en  w e to p  d re ss  with anhydrous
o r la te r  if i t’s not too expensive

an d  in o u r sp a re  tim e 
th e r e ’s sh o w  calves 
an d  tru c k  g ard en  
to w ork 
eggs to candle 
an d  fen ces to m end

by th e n  it will be tim e 
to plow 
again

and th o se  folks in town 
th in k  fa rm ers  
h av e it m ade

free  food for all
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Oklahoma whea
shopping at Safeway 
is a  chore 
for him

he checks 
ev ery  banana 
an d  white onion 
ev ery  loaf of Wonder 
and box of Grape nuts 
ev ery  can of pork n b 
all of the varieties of i 
ev ery  bag of enriched 
all of the frozen juices 
and cartons of ice ere 
ev ery  doughnut 
and ja r  of wheat gern 
ev ery  wheel of Chedd 
and link of sausage 
ev ery  pickled pig's f0 
and slab of bacon 
ev ery  sack of pwpeorr 
an d  bottle of vejetabl

his eyes scan . 
them  all

add
su b tract
divide by a bushel 
of his w inter wheat

and this time 
he com es out

in the hole

caged p a n th e r pacing 
ac ro ss th e k itch en  linoleum

m u tte rin g  m uddied 
m ean n e ss 
to any 
who

d are th e re

Oklahoma

wheat

harvest

plum p
tan  k ern els
loll in th e July  sun

w aiting 

to be
picked up
by the churning clippers

rolling along 
through 
the rip tid e

sp ray in g  straw  
in a golden w ake
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iavheat farmer
ja afeway

e i

i t’s th ere  in the 
e a rth w o rm  sm ell 
of fresh  plow ed loam

it’s th e re  in the 
Levi w ork sh irt 21
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if i Wonder bread
0f apenuts 
j i  pork ’n beans 
y, ieties of milk 

enriched flour 
fj en juices 

>f ice cream

4 "ut
jjieat germ 
he) of Cheddar cheese

msage 
d pig’s foot
aeon

ci f p'.pcorn 
|ei vegetable oil

s n |

)ushel 
• wheat
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i t’s th ere  in the 
w orn linoleum
and the sq u eak in g  D em p ster w indm ill

I see it in th o se sun w e ath ered  w rinkles

it’s th ere  in every 
farm er 
each tim e it 
ra in s on fresh  sow n
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