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NOSTALGIA
give up his horses. While everyone else used modern 
machinery, he hitched up his team and plowed straight 
rows. When he finally bought a Ford tractor in 1950, he 
grumbled about it. During the next five years, however, he 
learned the inner workings of that tractor and thus 
adapted to an easier life without his horses, but he was 
never able to plow a straight row with a tractor.

Even up to his last days, Little Elmer was a gregarious 
entertainer. He had favorite sayings like “Oh, he’d gripe if 
he’uz gonna be hung with a new rope” and “It’s as hard to 
get him to talk as it is to count a hen’s teeth.” Also the 
strains of music would make him break into a lively jig. He 
also could do an impersonation of a dog fleeing itself, 
which is impossible to illustrate in writing.

He never owned his own farm; he always lived from one 
crop to the next-always hoping to break even after paying 
off loans, always working extra for other farmers in the 
hope of having a few extras. He also kept up his life- 
insurance policy. When Little Elmer died in 1955, Emma 
had enough money from the policy to give her husband a 
decent burial and buy a modest frame home in Mangum. 
There she lives today at the age of 77-with her memories 
of fishing for channel cats on a Sunday afternoon, of 
breaking Little Elmer of the grape wine habit, and of thirty 
challenging years with that good man.
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