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AUTHORS IN THE PREMIERE EDITION

OPAL HARTSELL BROWN (Garrity), former president of the Oklahoma Writers’ Federation, Inc. (OWFI),
is a retired teacher who now lives in Oklahoma City and works fulltime as a freelance writer.

CLINTORA BYRNE-HARRIS, mother of 9 children, is a native of the Hinton area. After rearing a large
i family, she is pursuing a lifelong ambition — writing.

R. R. CHAPMAN resides in Arapaho, Oklahoma.

IDENA CLARK, president of the Norman Galaxy, a writers’ organization, has had a lifelong interest
in writing,

SHEILA COHLMIA is a housewife from Tyrone, Oklahoma. “Into the Wheatfields” is her first published
poem.

WALTER CROUCH is formerly the Director of Public Relations and the Journalism teacher at South-
western Oklahoma State University in Weatherford.

LEE A. DANIEL is Professor of Spanish at SOSU in Weatherford.

MARGARET FRIEDRICH, a retired English teacher from Clinton, Oklahoma, has many interests in ad-
dition to writing — including serving as president of the Custer-Dewey Retired Teachers’ Association.

IMA HILL HOWARD, now deceased since 1980, lived and taught over 45 years in Terral, Oklahoma.
LADD HUDGINS is the Custer County Extension Director (County Agent).

JOAN SHADDOX ISOM of Tahlequah was winner of the OWFI Creme de la Creme Award in 1981 for
her free-verse poem ‘““Generations.”

PAT LAZELLE is currently the Art Director of WESTVIEW and Commercial Art instructor at South-
western Oklahoma State University.

DOYLE MILES is a freelance writer from Shawnee.
SHERYL L. NELMS, the most prolific OWFI poet, lives in Hurst, Texas.
JERRY G. NYE is chairman of the SOSU Language Arts Department in Weatherford.

JOANNA THURSTON ROPER. a native of Granite, is presently involved in writing a biographical novel
and teaching English Composition at SOSU.

DONITA LUCAS SHIELDS, a former junior high-school English teacher, is now a freelance writer who
farms and ranches near Elk City; she is also president of Weatherford Wordhandlers.

BOB SPRAKER, president of the OWFI, is a freelance writer who operates an automobile agency in Tulsa.

PAT STURM is a high-school English teacher in Geary, Oklahoma.
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