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Giovani Mattista Martini’s
‘Gavotte’

by Jill Jones Touria

At first a scribble of notations on the sheet of music,
then a cautious picking out of individual notes.

But no tune. Practice the right hand; practice the left.
Put them together. Gradually comes a melody

and with a hundred repetitions

finally a sense of Martini’s creation.

The same awkwardness to mastery

characterizes so many things in life.

We persevere through the agony of “no tune”

until the lovely melody of whatever effort comes.
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