About the Contributors

Tim H. Blessing is a professor of history and political science at Alvernia Uni-
versity. Co-author (with Robert K. Murray) of Greatness in the White House
(Pennsylvania State University Press, 1988, 1994), he is a frequent presenter on
leadership in the United States, Europe and Latin America. His research interests
also include the American presidency, political history and the early American
republic.

Marc DiPaolo is an assistant professor of English and film at Oklahoma City
University. He is the author of War Politics and Superheroes (Choice Outstanding
Academic Title 2011) and Emma Adapted (2007) and editor of War, Politics and
Superheroes (McFarland, 2011) and Beyond Adaptation (McFarland, 2010). He has
also published essays on the Beauty and the Beast fairy tale cycle, the Marx Broth-
ers and vampire movies.

Dara Downey researches late nineteenth-century American women’s ghost stories
in the School of English, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland, funded by the Irish
Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences. She has published
numerous essays on American Gothic writers and is the book review editor of
the Irish Journal of Gothic and Horror Studies.

Katherine Brown Downey is the president of the American Academy of Reli-
gion — Southwest Region and teaches at The Hockaday School. A cultural histo-
rian and axiologist, she considers literary texts as artifacts that reveal the values
of the culture that produced them. She is the author of Perverse Midrash: Oscar
Wilde, Andre Gide, and Censorship of Biblical Drama (Continuum, 2004).

Tracy Floreani is a professor of English at Oklahoma City University, where she
teaches American literature and pursues initiatives to get students involved in
social justice activities. She is the author of Fifties Ethnicities (State University of
New York, 2013). Her scholarship focuses on ethnicity and immigrant identities
in American culture since World War II.
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Marc Lucht is a visiting assistant professor of philosophy and education coordi-
nator for the Center for Peace Studies and Violence Prevention at Virginia Tech.
A specialist in 19th and 20th century Continental philosophy, he co-edited (with
Donna Yarri) Kafka’s Creatures: Animals, Hybrids, and Other Fantastic Beings
(2010, Lexington).

Gustavo A. Rodriguez Martin is a lecturer at the Universidad de Extremadura,
Spain. A professional translator, he has published and lectured on cross-cultural
studies, narratives in translation, and Shaw. He is a member of the International
Shaw Society and the International Association of Paremiology.

Eric Michael Mazur is the Gloria & David Furman Professor of Judaic Studies at
Virginia Wesleyan College, editor of The Encyclopedia of Religion ¢ Film (ABC-
CLIO 2011) and Art & the Religious Impulse (Bucknell University Press, 2002),
and co-editor (with Kate McCarthy) of God in the Details: American Religion in
Popular Culture (Routledge, 2001, 2010).

Grace Moore teaches in the English and theatre program at the University of
Melbourne, Australia, where she researches literary representations of bushfires.
She is the author of Dickens and Empire (Ashgate, 2004), The Victorian Novel in
Context (Pontinum, 2012), and a study guide on A Christmas Carol (Insights, 2011).

Val Nolan is a lecturer at the National University of Ireland, Galway. His work
has appeared in Review of Contemporary Fiction, Irish Studies Review, and Nordic
Irish Studies. He writes regularly for the Irish Examiner and is completing a mono-
graph on novelist and filmmaker Neil Jordan.

Joerg Rieger is the Wendland-Cook Endowed Professor of Constructive Theology
at Southern Methodist University. His publications include Traveling: Christian
Explorations of Daily Living (Fortress Press, 2011), No Rising Tide: Theology, Eco-
nomics, and the Future (Fortress Press, 2009) and Christ and Empire: From Paul
to Postcolonial Times (Fortress Press, 2007).

Ruth Vanita is a professor in the Liberal Studies program at the University of
Montana. A translator, poet, and Shakespearean scholar, she is the founding co-
editor (with Mudhu Kishwar) of Manushi, India’s first nationwide feminist mag-
azine. Her many books include Same-Sex Love in India: Readings from Literature
and History (with Saleem Kidwai, St. Martin’s, 2000) and Gender, Sex and the
City: Urdu Rekhti Poetry in India, 1780-1870 (Palgrave Macmillan, 2012).

Gerald S. Vigna is an associate professor of theology at Alvernia University. He
is a scholar in Catholic theology and ethics, and his interests range broadly over
the span of Christian history with particular emphasis on early Christian history
and literature. Vigna also teaches leadership studies and directs Alvernia’s master’s
program in community leadership.

Matthew Yde teaches in the Department of Theatre at The Ohio State University.
He has published articles in Modern Drama and SHAW: The Annual of Bernard
Shaw Studies. Palgrave Macmillan will publish his upcoming monograph, Longing
for Utopia: Bernard Shaw and Totalitarianism.



